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Sources of HelpSources of Help

• Cooperative Extension (Extension)Cooperative Extension (Extension)
– Information, pamphlets, identificationsInformation, pamphlets, identifications

• Lawn Maintenance OperationsLawn Maintenance Operations

• Pest Control Operators (PCOs)Pest Control Operators (PCOs)
– ““Exterminators”Exterminators”
– Deal with household/stored product pestsDeal with household/stored product pests
– Deal with structural pestsDeal with structural pests
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Knowledge Can be a KeyKnowledge Can be a Key

Not all ants are pests!Not all ants are pests!
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Structural PestsStructural Pests

• Attack our homes, furnishings, out-Attack our homes, furnishings, out-
buildingsbuildings
– TermitesTermites
– Carpenter antsCarpenter ants
– Powderpost beetlesPowderpost beetles
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TermitesTermites
• Most important Most important 

structural pest groupstructural pest group
• $1-3 billion/year in $1-3 billion/year in 

USUS
• More common in More common in 

warm/humid warm/humid 
situationssituations

• Feed on cellulose - Feed on cellulose - 
chief substance of chief substance of 
woodwood
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Termites are Social InsectsTermites are Social Insects
• Division of laborDivision of labor
• Specific Specific 

reproductives - most reproductives - most 
are “workers”are “workers”

• TermitesTermites
– ReproductivesReproductives
– SoldiersSoldiers
– workersworkers
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Termites Eat Wood but cannot Termites Eat Wood but cannot 
digest it!digest it!

Gut Gut 
symbiontssymbionts
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Termites are not born with Termites are not born with 
internal symbiontsinternal symbionts

Food is regurgitated 
and feed to nymphs Proctodeal Feeding
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Termites feed on celluloseTermites feed on cellulose
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Types of TermitesTypes of Termites

• SubterraneanSubterranean
– SmallSmall
– Require contact with Require contact with 

soil (moisture)soil (moisture)
– White or cream in White or cream in 

colorcolor
– Common in and out Common in and out 

of doorsof doors
– More common in More common in 

eastern  WAeastern  WA

• Dampwood (Dry-)Dampwood (Dry-)
– LargerLarger
– Do not require soil Do not require soil 

contactcontact
– Dark in colorDark in color
– Common in western Common in western 

WAWA
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Types of TermitesTypes of Termites
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Subterranean TermiteSubterranean Termite

Follow grainFollow grain

Construct soil Construct soil 
tunnelstunnels
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Dampwood TermiteDampwood Termite

No soil tunnelsNo soil tunnels

Found Found 
throughout throughout 
structures and in structures and in 
furnishingsfurnishings
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How can one help prevent How can one help prevent 
termite damage?termite damage?
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Remove Natural WoodRemove Natural Wood
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Remove Wood DebrisRemove Wood Debris
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Avoid Wood/Soil ContactAvoid Wood/Soil Contact
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Use Treated WoodUse Treated Wood
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Allow for VentilationAllow for Ventilation
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Regular InspectionsRegular Inspections
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Combating Drywood TermiteCombating Drywood Termite
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Carpenter AntsCarpenter Ants

• ““Nest in wood - do Nest in wood - do 
not feed on it.not feed on it.

• Common worldwideCommon worldwide
• More of a pest in More of a pest in 

temperate areastemperate areas
• Social structure Social structure 

much like termitesmuch like termites
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Common in Wooded AreasCommon in Wooded Areas
• Beneficial in nature - Beneficial in nature - 

important important 
decomposersdecomposers

• PredatorsPredators
• Soil contact not Soil contact not 

neededneeded
• Always associated Always associated 

with woodwith wood
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Ants are HolometabolousAnts are Holometabolous
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Ants Nest in WoodAnts Nest in Wood

NocturnalNocturnal
Main colony and Main colony and 
satellitessatellites
““Sawdust” often Sawdust” often 
a signa sign
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Introducing Carpenter AntsIntroducing Carpenter Ants

FirewoodFirewood
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Carpenter Ant ColonyCarpenter Ant Colony
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Can be very difficult to locate Can be very difficult to locate 
main colonymain colony
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Bryant Hall - WSUBryant Hall - WSU
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Household Pests - Household Pests - 
Cockroaches!Cockroaches!
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Are Roaches Misunderstood?Are Roaches Misunderstood?

• NocturnalNocturnal
• Tropical - like hot Tropical - like hot 

and humidand humid
• Important Important 

decomposers in decomposers in 
naturenature

• OmnivorousOmnivorous
• AnthropogenicAnthropogenic
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Roaches like dark, warm, Roaches like dark, warm, 
damp placesdamp places
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OöthecaOötheca

Allows dispersal of Allows dispersal of 
youngyoung

Different in Different in 
differing speciesdiffering species
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Cockroach LifecycleCockroach Lifecycle
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German CockroachGerman Cockroach

• Very active speciesVery active species
• Adults almost 1 inch Adults almost 1 inch 

in lengthin length
• Introduced in Introduced in 

grocery bags, grocery bags, 
laundry, cardboard laundry, cardboard 
boxes, potato sacksboxes, potato sacks

• ““Water Bug”Water Bug”
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Brown-banded CockroachBrown-banded Cockroach

• Almost 1 inch in Almost 1 inch in 
lengthlength

• Frequent cracks and Frequent cracks and 
crevicescrevices

• Often in woodwork Often in woodwork 
and furnitureand furniture
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American CockroachAmerican Cockroach

• Larger, adults 2 Larger, adults 2 
inches in lengthinches in length

• Long lifespan (up to Long lifespan (up to 
one year)one year)

• Common in damp Common in damp 
basements and basements and 
sewerssewers

• Females produce Females produce 
500-700 young500-700 young
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Cockroach ManagementCockroach Management
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Cockroach ManagementCockroach Management

Some Some 
IGRs IGRs 
being being 
usedused
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